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VFW POST 846 NEWSLETTER                                                      

FROM YOUR AUXILIARY                                                                       DANA PFLUMM, President

 We are conducting a membership drive for the upcoming 2026-2027 year. All we need 
is 5 new members to receive the Circle of Achievement and we are asking all of our 
post and auxiliary members to sign up any relative or friend who is eligible. We are 
dedicated to our Veterans and their Families by participating in such programs as 
Americanism, Legislation, Hospital, Buddy Poppy and more and we can always use the 
extra help. Let's get started on this, it is a workable goal. We can get it done!                

President Dana    913-391-0353  

                                  

COMMANDER’s COLUMN     Principles  Above  Personalities          MARTIN FRIES, Commander 

Comrades of Post 846,   

Comrades, this next month on Monday, 14th of SEPT at 7PM the City of Overland Park will be 
honoring our POW/MIA Veterans please come out to show support for our missing in action 
veterans. This event will take place at City Hall, 8500 Santa Fe Dr, Overland Park. A big thank 
you to all who worked with Mike Martin for helping with our Buddy Poppies event at Hy-Vee 
during the Labor Day weekend.  This helps with our education scholarships and veterans in 
need in Overland Park.

Congratulations go to our own Eric Bishop who was elected as the District 2 Quartermaster.  
We now have two members in District position with our post.  Comrade Lane Smith as District 2 
Chaplain and Eric Bishop as Quartermaster.  

Breakfast is back starting September 12th come out and enjoy a breakfast with a great guest 
speaker. 

STEAK night is SEPT 18 from 6 to 7:30. Cost is $20 please let us know by the meeting if you will 
be attending. 

Don’t forget about Friday Nights the post is open f 5 to 7 dinner is provided for people who 
show up.  Please give use help since it has been the same for the past few months supporting 
keeping the post open on Friday Night.  

This is your newsletter and if you have something you did please take pictures so we can show 
what you and our post has been doing to support Veterans 

Martin Fries, Post Commander 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER… Lane Smith 

Prayers for member Jim Barkley, hospitalized St Lukes South. No further information 
available at this time.  

Past Saturday morning breakfast presenter Chris Crawley is gravely ill. Prayers for God’s 
peace and comfort for Chris at this time.   

Memory Verse: John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of 
God’s one and only Son. 

VFW POST 846 MEETING 
2nd Thursday Sep 10 @ 7 pm 

Auxiliary Meeting @ 5 pm 

An informal dinner @ 6 pm 
Feel free to bring a dessert! 

Meetings are fun and informative. 

You’re involvement is 
the key to success! 

VFW Breakfast 
Our monthly breakfasts are back on! Come enjoy good food, good 

fellowship and an interesting speaker.  Bring your friends.  
No charge, but donations appreciated.

Saturday, Sept 12th 0900-1100

September Steak Night

Friday, Sep 18, 2026 
6 to 7:30 pm. 

RSVP Required

[RSVP in person, 913-735-3127 or 
vfwpost846opks@gmail.com 

NLT the meeting June 11] 
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Veterans Benefit Program 

  A couple of pointers when you have a C&P exam.  When you check in and you are asked: "How are you 
doing today?"  Do not lie!  But remember that if you are after a physical injury compensation you still on 
most days you experience pain/discomfort - your answer pertains to the way you normally experience not 
that day.  You may feel great that day, but that is not the normal life.   When it comes to mental health, 
the question is very similar, but PTSD is with you every day as there is no cure.   Remember you do not 
answer as I'm fine, OK, Good - you are not required to answer at all.  Tuesday night classes are still 
every Tuesday at the Post @ 1830 Hrs.  These two pointers are just a sample of what we cover.  Main 
thing this is to not lie as this constitutes fraud. 

Mike Martin               Chuck Golba 
913-271-1832 913-915-6093
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Buddy Poppies are Labor Day weekend.  Supplies are under the 
table next to the refrigerator if you need some.  Also remember to 
call the store and ask to collect donations for the Post. Overland 
Park & Olathe are the only locations you can collect at.  Remember 
this helps both the scholarship fund and disadvantaged Vets. 

Mike Martin Buddy Poppies Committee Chair
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The 25th anniversary of September 11, 2001

This is a solemn opportunity to remember one of the most tragic and significant events 
in American history. 

Nearly 3,000 people lost their lives, including office workers, passengers, firefighters, 
police officers, emergency workers, and people who were simply beginning an ordinary 
day. Twenty-five years later, the loss of those lives continues to be deeply remembered 
by families, communities, and people around the world.

September 11 was not only a day of tremendous loss, but also a day that revealed 
extraordinary courage and selflessness. Thousands of first responders rushed toward 
danger while others were trying to escape. Firefighters, police officers, paramedics, 
doctors, nurses, and ordinary citizens worked together to rescue people and help those 
who were injured. Many first responders gave their lives trying to save others. Their 
bravery continues to serve as an example of the sacrifices people are willing to make for 
complete strangers.

The 25th anniversary is especially meaningful because a growing number of Americans 
were not yet born when the attacks happened. For younger generations, September 11 
may be something they learn about in a classroom or hear about from their parents and 
grandparents.

Remembering the event helps ensure that the stories of the victims, survivors, and 
heroes are not forgotten. It is important to understand not only what happened that day, 
but also how it affected families, communities, and the country for years afterward.

As the 25th anniversary approaches, the most important thing is to remember the 
people behind the numbers. Every victim had a family, friends, dreams, and a life that 
mattered. Their memories continue through the people who loved them and through the 
stories that are passed from one generation to the next. September 11 should be 
remembered not only for the destruction and sadness it caused, but also for the 
courage, compassion, and unity that emerged in its aftermath. Twenty-five years later, 
remembering is a way of honoring those who were lost and reminding future 
generations of the importance of empathy, courage, and peace.

Never Forget!
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Chuckle Time
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Our Post is participating in the Helping Heroes campaign. See this flyer 
and coordinating instructions for more details Donations can be 
dropped off at the post.
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The History of the Gold Star Family Designation
The phrase “Gold Star Family,” dates back to World War I, when military families displayed 
service flags featuring a blue star for every immediate family member serving in the Armed 
Forces. The star’s color would be changed to gold if the family lost a loved one in the war, 
hence the term, “Gold Star Family.” 

Individual military family members who lost a loved one also started to be referred to as “Gold 
Star Wives,” “Gold Star Mothers,” etc. 
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Kansas POW/MIA Recognition Week, 

September 13–20, 2026

Governor Laura Kelly officially signed the proclamation declaring Kansas 
POW/MIA Recognition Week, September 13–20, 2026.

We will never forget.
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  RESOURCESRESOURCES  

A New Veterans Resource is now available

Joe Arnold, a member of Post 846, has established a new organization, US Veteran 
Charity, recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt charitable  organization. It is 
developing a National Database so veterans can  locate Veterans organizations that 
provide support services. More information about the organization and its future 
projects or to access the database go to www.usvetcharity.com or connect with 
them on Facebook. 
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Disable Veteran Tax Exemption
Beginning 1 July 2026, disabled veterans and surviving 
spouses of eligible veterans may qualify for a sales tax 
exemption.  To learn more, go to 
www.ksrevenue.gov/vetsalesexempt.html
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Save the Date!
The Eisenhower Vigil is October 9 & 10 at the Eisenhower 
Gravesite and Place of Meditation, Eisenhower Center, 
Abilene, KS.
Our District’s time slot is 2100 – 2300 on Friday Oct. 9th.
We will be coordinating carpool(s) as needed if wish to 
ride along.
Let’s have a GREAT showing from Post 846!

Kansas Legislative Research Department Releases 
New Benefits Publication

The Kansas Legislative Research Department just published a 
comprehensive memorandum entitled “Kansas Benefits for Veterans and 
Military Personnel” dated August 25, 2026. The memorandum is available on 
line at url:

 https://klrd.gov/2026/08/25/kansas-benefits-for-veterans-and-military-personnel-2/

Here is a list of some of the many topics addressed in the report:Services 
provided by the Kansas Adjutant General’s Office, Services provided by the 
Kansas Office of Veterans Services, Veterans Claims Assistance Program, 
State Veterans' Homes, State Veterans’ Cemeteries, Courts, Education, 
Employment and Labor, Finance and Insurance, Other Financial Benefits, 
Professions and Occupations, Specific Licenses, State Taxes, And Numerous 
Other Benefits
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VFW Post 846 
10630-B Metcalf Lane, Overland Park, Ks 66212

Www.vfwpost846ks.org  

913-735-3127 vfwpost846opks@gmail.com 

Recruiting NEW members is on-going         
work. Let’s work together to get this done! 
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We still have a few T-Shirts 
from when the Discourse 
Brewery sold Veteran’s 
Choice Beer. Contact us if 
you are interested in 
purchasing one.

The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall will 
visit Tonganoxie, Kansas, 

Location: VFW Park, 910 E 1st St, 
Tonganoxie, KS 

Dates: September 3 – September 7, 2026 

Times: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

SEPTEMBER 2026SEPTEMBER 2026
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Here is your opportunity to participate in POST 846 as a member of the Auxiliary.   
If you have questions about the Application or your Eligibility contact the Post. 
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