SEPTEMBER 2026

SANTA FE EXPRESS

VFW POST 846 NEWSLETTER

COMMANDER’s COLUMN Principles Above Personalities MARTIN FRIES, Commander
Comrades of Post 846,

Comrades, this next month on Monday, 14th of SEPT at 7PM the City of Overland Park will be
honoring our POW/MIA Veterans please come out to show support for our missing in action
veterans. This event will take place at City Hall, 8500 Santa Fe Dr, Overland Park. A big thank
you to all who worked with Mike Martin for helping with our Buddy Poppies event at Hy-Vee
during the Labor Day weekend. This helps with our education scholarships and veterans in
need in Overland Park.

Congratulations go to our own Eric Bishop who was elected as the District 2 Quartermaster.
We now have two members in District position with our post. Comrade Lane Smith as District 2
Chaplain and Eric Bishop as Quartermaster.

Breakfast is back starting September 12th come out and enjoy a breakfast with a great guest
speaker.

STEAK night is SEPT 18 from 6 to 7:30. Cost is $20 please let us know by the meeting if you will
be attending.

Don’t forget about Friday Nights the post is open f 5 to 7 dinner is provided for people who
show up. Please give use help since it has been the same for the past few months supporting
keeping the post open on Friday Night.

This is your newsletter and if you have something you did please take pictures so we can show
what you and our post has been doing to support Veterans

Martin Fries, Post Commander

FROM YOUR AUXILIARY DANA PFLUMM, President

We are conducting a membership drive for the upcoming 2026-2027 year. All we need
is 5 new members to receive the Circle of Achievement and we are asking all of our
post and auxiliary members to sign up any relative or friend who is eligible. We are
dedicated to our Veterans and their Families by participating in such programs as
Americanism, Legislation, Hospital, Buddy Poppy and more and we can always use the
extra help. Let's get started on this, it is a workable goal. We can get it done!

President Dana 913-391-0353
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER ... Lane Smith
Prayers for member Jim Barkley, hospitalized St Lukes South. No further information
available at this time.

Past Saturday morning breakfast presenter Chris Crawley is gravely ill. Prayers for God’s
peace and comfort for Chris at this time.

Memory Verse: John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of
God'’s one and only Son.

VFW Breakfast

Our monthly breakfasts are back on! Come enjoy good food, good
fellowship and an interesting speaker. Bring your friends.
No charge, but donations appreciated.
Saturday, Sept 12t 0900-1100

= VFW POST 846 MEETING
September Steak Night 2nd Thursday Sep 10 @ 7 pm
Friday, Sep 18, 2026 Auxiliary Meeting @ 5 pm
6 to 7:30 pm. An informal dinner @ 6 pm

. Feel free to bring a dessert!
RSVP Req uired Meetings are fun and informative.
[RSVP in person, 913-735-3127 or You’'re involvement is

vfwpost846opks@gmail.com the key to success!
NLT the meeting June 11]

Veterans Benefit Program

A couple of pointers when you have a C&P exam. When you check in and you are asked: "How are you
doing today?" Do not lie! But remember that if you are after a physical injury compensation you still on
most days you experience pain/discomfort - your answer pertains to the way you normally experience not
that day. You may feel great that day, but that is not the normal life. When it comes to mental health,
the question is very similar, but PTSD is with you every day as there is no cure. Remember you do not
answer as I'm fine, OK, Good - you are not required to answer at all. Tuesday night classes are still
every Tuesday at the Post @ 1830 Hrs. These two pointers are just a sample of what we cover. Main
thing this is to not lie as this constitutes fraud.

Mike Martin Chuck Golba
913-271-1832 913-915-6093
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Buddy Poppies are Labor Day weekend. Supplies are under the
table next to the refrigerator if you need some. Also remember to
call the store and ask to collect donations for the Post. Overland
Park & Olathe are the only locations you can collect at. Remember
this helps both the scholarship fund and disadvantaged Vets.

Mike Martin Buddy Poppies Committee Chair

REMEMBER:

Show your

of the year by

F,
A Z,L/’ béfﬂ Buddy Poppies.

of remenbrance

They Gave, Will You?
T
Honor the Dead by Helping the Living
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HISTORY OF LABOR DAY

Origins: Labor Day began in the late 19th century during the rise
of the labor movement, as workers fought for better wages,
hours, and conditions.

May 1 - International Workers' Day: In many countries, Labor Day
is celebrated on May 1 to honor the 1886 Haymarket Affair in
Chicago, a key event in labor rights history.

September — U.S. Labor Day: In the United States and Canada,
Labor Day is celebrated on the first Monday of September. The
first US. Labor Day parade was held on September 5, 1882, in
New York City.

National Recognition: In 1894, following nationwide labor strikes,
U.S. President Grover Cleveland signed Labor Day into law as a
federal holiday.

Today: Labor Day continues to honor the achievements of workers
and the labor movement, celebrated with parades, festivals, and
public gatherings.
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The 25th anniversary of September 11, 2001

This is a solemn opportunity to remember one of the most tragic and significant events
In American history.

Nearly 3,000 people lost their lives, including office workers, passengers, firefighters,
police officers, emergency workers, and people who were simply beginning an ordinary
day. Twenty-five years later, the loss of those lives continues to be deeply remembered
by families, communities, and people around the world.

September 11 was not only a day of tremendous loss, but also a day that revealed
extraordinary courage and selflessness. Thousands of first responders rushed toward
danger while others were trying to escape. Firefighters, police officers, paramedics,
doctors, nurses, and ordinary citizens worked together to rescue people and help those
who were injured. Many first responders gave their lives trying to save others. Their
bravery continues to serve as an example of the sacrifices people are willing to make for
complete strangers.

The 25th anniversary is especially meaningful because a growing number of Americans
were not yet born when the attacks happened. For younger generations, September 11
may be something they learn about in a classroom or hear about from their parents and
grandparents.

Remembering the event helps ensure that the stories of the victims, survivors, and
heroes are not forgotten. It is important to understand not only what happened that day,
but also how it affected families, communities, and the country for years afterward.

As the 25th anniversary approaches, the most important thing is to remember the
people behind the numbers. Every victim had a family, friends, dreams, and a life that
mattered. Their memories continue through the people who loved them and through the
stories that are passed from one generation to the next. September 11 should be
remembered not only for the destruction and sadness it caused, but also for the
courage, compassion, and unity that emerged in its aftermath. Twenty-five years later,
remembering is a way of henering those who were lost and reminding future
generations of the importance of empathy, courage, and peace.

Never Forget!

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 5 913-735-3127
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FORT LEAVENWORTH 2026
RETIREE APPRECIATION DAY
& MAHC HEALTH FAIR

CHANGE TO RAD DATE
““NEW DATE SATURDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 2026*

LEWIS & CLARK CENTER
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 0800
OPENING PROGRAM STARTS AT 0900
VENDORS OPEN AT 1000

MUNSON ARMY HEALTH CLINIC WILL HOST A HEALTH FAIR
WITH FLU SHOTS (IF AVAILABLE) FOR TRICARE BENEFICIARIES |

THE POST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY WiLL
HAVE SPECIALS DURING THE DAY.

SUPPORTING OUR MILITARY RETIREE COMMUNITY IS OUR
HONOR AND TOP PRIORITY. STAY INFORMED OF ALL
BENEFITS FOR RETIREES BY GOING TO:

TRICARE.MIL * SOLDIERFORLIFE.ARMY.MIL * DFAS.MIL

913-735-3127
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Chuc«le Tlme

S

LCANT IMAGINE
WHY WERE NOT
MEETING OUR
RECRUITMENT

WARRIORS
WANTED
7o FIGHT..,

@LOBALWIN@ :

w@Ramireztoons michaelpramirez.com

EECEUITS! STAND
STRAIGHT NUTS TO BUTTS
WHILE WAITING IN LINE!

THAT'S NOT VERY
POLITICALLY
CORRELT FOR HIM

T SAY.

MY FEELINGS
ARE HUET...I'M
WRITIMNG MY
CONGRESSMAN-

- . v — i
IT'S A NEW MILLENNIAL IN ARMY BOOT CAMP.. HG'PE NO ONE’'S FEEL;’NGS GET HLURT!

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 7 913-735-3127
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2026-2027 Coordinating Instructions: Please read carefully

e Each pair of socks, each t-shirt and each pair of underwear are a “Unit” and there are no
color restrictions.

e Donations can be accepted from anyone and will be counted as units collected,
HOWEVER only donations purchased by a Post member will be reported on a Post
Surgeons report. A donation from an Auxiliary member will be reported through Auxiliary
channels and NOT reported on a Post Surgeons report. A donation from a member of
the general public will be counted as units collected, but NOT added to a Post Surgeon
Report.

 Posts will coordinate with their respective District Surgeons regarding the transfer of
items collected.

 District Surgeons will coordinate with me regarding the transfer of items collected.

| will distribute the collected items to the facilities on my next Hospital Visit.

e Every month, the Post Surgeon will inform the District Surgeon of how many units the
Post has collected. In turn, the District Surgeon will report those numbers to me. | will be
keeping a monthly tally for each participating Post. | can only tally what the District
Surgeon reports to me, meaning that if a Post sends you numbers, please make sure
that number gets to me.

e The final day of collection will be 31 December 2026.

e Once | have tallied all the Post collected Units after 31 December 2026, the Post with
the most units collected will receive $100 from me to be awarded at the awards
presentation of the State Convention of June 2027.

e Each Post will be responsible for their own advertising and method(s) of collection. It is
suggested that a Post use social media to get the word out as far as possible. If a Post
does use social media, please ensure the Post include their own contact information in
the advertisement.

* Please don't overlook our women Veterans. (a bra will count as a single unit)

e Please reach out to me with any questions.

Please encourage participation to ALL of your Posts.

I look forward to another great year as your Department Surgeon. Thank you all so much for
what you do for Veterans.

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 9 913-735-3127
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Kansas Office of Veterans
Services
Announces Upcoming
Gold Star Ceremony

}aan,s ‘Walkway” SIal/e [:angul Bulltlmg =y
eiilember 24, 2026, 10:00am -

The event is open to the public. All veterans & families are invited to attend.

The History of the Gold Star Family Designation

The phrase “Gold Star Family,” dates back to World War I, when military families displayed
service flags featuring a blue star for every immediate family member serving in the Armed

Forces. The star’s color would be changed to gold if the family lost a loved one in the war,
hence the term, “Gold Star Family.”

Individual military family members who lost a loved one also started to be referred to as “Gold
Star Wives,” “Gold Star Mothers,” etc.

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 10 913-735-3127
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Kansas POW/MIA Recognition Week,

September 13-20, 2026

SRNTY Y KANBAS

£
i 1l

iy
£ .-')n'

TO THE PEOPLE OF KAMNSAS, GREETINGS:
WHEREAS, the United States has been involved in many wars; and

WHEREAS, evidénce, documentation, and testimony continue to raise legitimate questions regarding the
fate of American service personnel Missing in Action or held as Prisoners of War; and

WHEREAS, the whereabouts and fates of many Americans who were "last known alive® in enemy hands,
including those held in a.“Missing/Caprured* status in the Global War on Terror have yet to be
determined, and information regarding these men has not been made available o the American people for
final closure; and

WHEREAS, a full and accerate accounting still has not been made regarding the service members from
Kansas, but an acoounting has been completed for only 69 of 1,103 service members missing during WWIIL,
accounting for only 6 of 104 service members missing in Korea, and accounting for only 18 of 42 service
members missing m Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, 1o honor the brave Kansans who were prisoners of war or remain missing in action, a portion
of U.5. Highway 77 and a bridge in Clay County is designated as the POW MLA memorial highway and
bridge, ensuring their service and sacrifice wall not be forgotien; and

WHEREAS, the POW/MIA flag is flown daily at the State Capitol in Topeka and at many other state, city,
and Jocal buildings across Kansas in secognition of our missing service members.

NOW, THEREFORE, [, Laura Kelly, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF KANSAS, do hereby prociaim
September 13%.20%, 2026, as

POW/MIA Recognition Week

in the state of Kansas and [ urge afl citizens to join in this observanion.

DONE: Af the Capitol in Topeka
under the Great Seal of
the State this 17 day of
August 2026

BY THE GOVERNOR: LDJ\\P\_E"' Q[ l |

Secretary -ué State
%ﬁ!am Secretary of Siate

TR

Governor Laura Kelly officially signed the proclamation declaring Kansas

POWI/MIA Recognition Week, September 13-20, 2026.
We will never forget.

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 11
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RESOURCES FOR VETERANS,
ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY
AND THEIR FAMILIES

Veterans of Foreign Wars (WFW)
816-756-3390
vhwr.org

Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary
(VFW Auxiliary)
816-561-8655
viwauxiliary.org

VFW National Home
Military & Veteran Family Helpline

800-313-4200
viwnationalhome.org/get-help

Veterans Crisis Line
Dial 988 then Press 1 or Text 838255
veteranscrisisline.net

Military OneSource
B800-342-9647
militaryonesource.mil

U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs Benefit Line: 800-827-1000
va.gowv

Military.com
wiwsw. mditary.com

WVeterans Employment
and Training Service
BEE-4-USA-DOL
(B66-487T-2365])
dol.gowvivets

Center for Women
Veterans
ESS5-VA-WOMEN
{855-829-66346]
Wl O DT e

Military Connection
rmidit ;.rg,'t_c\-nru_-r_l e | R p)]

Hational Military
Farmily Association
TO3-9301-6632
muilitaryfamily.org

Mational Suicide
Frevention Hotline
9838 or B00-273-8255

oagtifeline.orng

Childhelp Mational

Child Abuse Hotline
[B0-422-4453)

childhelphotline.org

TRICARE™
s tricane nndl

Assistance for
Homeless Veterans
BFT-4AID-VET
(87 7-424-3838)
wvaugowhomeless

VA Caregiver Support Line
A55-260-3274

canegiverva gow

Make the Connection
maketheconnectionunset

Mational Alliance of
Families POW-MIA
nationalalliance.org

MNational Domestic
Viclence Hotline
B00-799-TZ233
thehaotline.ong

Children-Youth-Teens
militaryonesource.mil’
parenting/children-youth
LN

Disable Veteran Tax Exemption
Beginning 1 July 2026, disabled veterans and surviving
spouses of eligible veterans may qualify for a sales tax
exemption. To learn more, go to
www.ksrevenue.gov/vetsalesexempt.html

W v clianyorg

oo Vaterans

eee CrisisLine
DIAL 988 then PRESS @

A New Veterans Resource is now available

Joe Arnold, a member of Post 846, has established a new organization, US Veteran
Charity, recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt charitable organization. It is

developing a National Database so veterans can locate Veterans organizations that
provide support services. More information about the organization and its future
projects or to access the database go to www.usvetcharity.com or connect with

them on Facebook.

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 12
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Kansas Legislative Research Department Releases
New Benefits Publication

The Kansas Legislative Research Department just published a
comprehensive memorandum entitled “Kansas Benefits for Veterans and
Military Personnel” dated August 25, 2026. The memorandum is available on
line at url:

https://klrd.gov/2026/08/25/kansas-benefits-for-veterans-and-military-personnel-2/

Here is a list of some of the many topics addressed in the report:Services
provided by the Kansas Adjutant General’s Office, Services provided by the
Kansas Office of Veterans Services, Veterans Claims Assistance Program,
State Veterans' Homes, State Veterans’ Cemeteries, Courts, Education,
Employment and Labor, Finance and Insurance, Other Financial Benefits,
Professions and Occupations, Specific Licenses, State Taxes, And Numerous
Other Benefits

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 13 913-735-3127
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VW, Military Obsernvances, Holidays in United States Sep 2026 (Central Time - Chicago
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fn Sat

30 H ‘1 -\.2 l3 ‘4 |.5
8:30 - Benefit Clas ~J D3 ~tna =y Memarial Wall @@ V Park, 9 v R

18:15 - Cmndr's Dinner
19:00 - Post Meeting

i
{

19

23 24 [—

20 21 | 22 26
News Letter Input Due 18:30 - Benefit Class
[ 2T 28 | 29
Gold Star Mother's and 18:30 - Benefit Class

i

We still have a few T-Shirts

from when the Discourse ‘
Brewery sold Veteran’s ‘
Choice Beer. Contact us if

you are interested in J Q

purchasing one.

IR /£
The Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall will l‘ l{ll) 1“

visit Tonganoxie, Kansas,

i" L7 4
_ |\t %e% A Come Home
Location: VFW Park, 910 E 1st St,

Tonganoxie, KS

Dates: September 3 — September 7, 2026

; Recruiting NEW members is on-going
Times: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. work. Let’s work together to get this done!

VFW Post 846
10630-B Metcalf Lane, Overland Park, Ks 66212
Www.vfwpost846ks.org

913-735-3127 vfwpost846opks@gmail.com
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HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN US AT VFW POST 846...

APPLICATION — For wviwpost846ks.or

v AL

VFW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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Thank Y6u for your
Membership and Support of
SANTA FE TRAIL POST 846
VETERANS of FOREIGN WARS

Please stay involved

. AND WE’LL SEE YOU S{K

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 15 913-735-3127
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Here is your opportunity to participate in POST 846 as a member of the Auxiliary.
If you have questions about the Application or your Eligibility contact the Post.

VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP / MEMBER TRANSFER APPLICATION

Flease print legibly. An incomplete application could delay your membership start date.
Applicant completes sections A, D or E and H,1. Auxiliaries/Departments complete section B,F,G.

APPLICATION [INFORMATION
Name‘ ‘ D Female l:‘ Male
Address | | Date of Birth | / / \
City| | State| | ziP | | Phone [ () - | Email |
E Auxiliary Post No. ‘ ‘ City‘ ‘ State ‘ ‘
D New Member D Transferring Member D Rejoining Member (Prior Member (D Number) ‘ ‘
D Member at Large in Department of ‘ ‘ I:‘ Member at Large - VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters
(Transfer only information) D ANNUAL TRANSFER D LIFE MEMBER TRANSFER
MemberID| ‘ Previous Auxiliary | ‘ [ ]Paying [ ] Nonpaying

E l:‘ POST-AFFILIATED (*Must be a current member of the VFW Post affiliated with the Auxifiary to which you are applying.)

| am the (Relationship) |:| to (Eligible Veteran* Name) |

VFW Membership ID \ \ VFW Post (Must be same as B) \

E D NON-AFFILIATED (*Veteran is nof a curreni member of the VFW Post affiliated with the Auxiliary fo which you are applying.)
| am the (Relationship) ‘ | to (Eligible Veteran* Name) ‘ ‘

Name of campaign ribbons or medals: | ‘

Dates of Service: ‘ ‘ to‘ ‘ Foreign Location: ‘ ‘

ﬂ Recruited/Recommended by: ‘ ‘ Recruiter Member 1D ‘
Checkone: Aux [ | VFW [ ]

E Investigating Committee Signatures

1[X | 2[X | 3[X |
Per Section 102 of the National Bylaws. [ |Rejected [ ] Accepted Meeting Date l:' Obligated Date l:|
m D Annual Membership D Life Membership D Check here if this is a gift (Membership card will be sent to LIFE
Treasurer and not member.)
MEMBERSHIP
Payment Method and Amount: Cash [ Check [ ] Credit Card [_] FEES
Life Membership fees
***If paying by credit card, after this application is processed, an email and/or text message will be sent to the contact information are not refundable.
provided above for payment. Instructions in the communication for payment must be completed within 30 days or ofherwise the Attained age at 12/31
application will be voided. If someone other than the applicant above is paying by credit card for the membership, please list your of year applying for
phone number and email address below fo receive payment instructions once the membership application has been processed. Life Membership.
. Through 20 $253
Phone Email 21-25 $242
26-30 $230
n OBLIGATION in the presence of Almighty God and the members of this organization here assembled, | do of my own free wilf and accord, géig :g}g
solemnly promise that | will never wrong or defraud this organization nor a member thereof nor permit either to be wronged if in my power to 4 1: 45 $201

prevent &. | will never propose for membership any person not eligible, according to otr Bylaws. | will be faithful to the United States of America,
obedient to the laws and loyal to the Flag. Should my mermbership with this organization cease in any way, | will consider this obligation as
binding oufside of the organization as though | had remained a member. | do so promise.! attest that | am at feast 16 years of age. | pledge to
comply with the National Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Auxiliary. I atfest | am not eligible for membership in the

48-50 $196
51-55 $184
56-60 $173

VFW. | further attest that the above js true and correct to the best of my knowledge, including my stated relationship to the Veteran. gé_sg 21 g;
Signature ‘X ‘ Date ‘ 71-75 $132
- 76-80 $109

(Must be signed by all members.) 81-85 $86
By filling out this application and providing your contact information, you agree fo receive communications from the VFW Auxiliary. The 86-90 $69
communications may include updates, promotions, and other information related to our services. Communications may be in the form of e-mails, 91 and over $58
SMS text messages, and/or automated calls. You understand that these communications may be sent using an automated telephone dialer
system. Standard message and dafa rates may apply. You can opt-out at any time by following the instructions provided in the communications.
No mobile information will be shared with third parties/affiliates for marketing/promotional purposes. Revised January 2026

viwpost846opks@gmail.com 16 913-735-3127


mailto:vfwpost846opks@gmail.com
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