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SANTA FE EXPRESS

VFW POST 846 NEWSLETTER

COMMANDER’s COLUMN  Principles Above Personalities MARTIN FRIES, Commander

Comrades of Post 846, Hope everyone had a great Christmas and Happy New Year. | want to wish
everyone a great 2026.

Our Christmas Dinner was a great success we had over 28 people attending and had lots of fun.
Great Job to Pricilla Turrel, the winner of the cookie decorating contest, and the other winners of
Christmas trivia.

January 16" will be our 3" Annual Chili Cookoff . Bring in your best Chili to see if you can
win the prize. Due to this, there will not be a Steak Night this month.

Don't forget about Friday Nights when the post is open from 5 to 7. Dinner is provided for people who
stop by. In this new year, please consider hosting, since it has been the same few people keeping
this tradition alive.

We look forward to having more and more of our veterans and Post members involved in our
on-going activities in 2026.
Commander Martin Fries

FROM YOUR AUXILIARY DANA PFLUMM, President

Sisters and Brothers— The Holiday Season is always a special time of year and we hope you had
some memorable experiences with family and friends. Now, as we say good-bye to the past year we
welcome the New Year and all of its opportunities and future successes.

Don’t forget the Auxiliary visits the veterans at Ft. Leavenworth on the third Tuesday, this month on
January 20th. Please let us know if you can join us. The Bingo is always fun and the vets really
appreciate it.

Our meeting is Thursday, January 8th at 5 pm with the Commanders dinner at 6 pm.
Then the Saturday breakfast, January 10th at 9 am.

The Annual Chili Cook Off is back on Friday, Jan 16 from 6 to 7 pm.

Make a resolution in 2026 to be more involved with Post and Auxiliary activities.

God Bless you all. President Dana 913-391-0353




CHAPLAIN'S CORNER... LANE SMITH
May your New Year, 2026, be filled with Blessings.

Infantryman’s Creed: | carry America’s faith and honor against her enemies.
I am the King of Battle. | am what my country expects me to be.

V.A. HOSPITAL REPORT... ...Christine Anderson, Chairman

We are playing BINGO at the domiciliary. We go the third Tuesday of the month. This month, Jan 20.

If you are interested in going with us or helping with the treats we serve, please call me.

We have been blessed with mild winter weather, but we all know it will change. We are still collecting clothes
and sweatshirts for Fort Leavenworth and Annie’s Closet, this includes children’s items. Please call me if you
are unable to drop them at the post. Thanks so much for thinking of Annie’s Closet. Our veterans appreciate

your thinking of them . Chris Anderson. 913.940.1003

When: Saturday, Feb 15, 2025, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Where: VFW Post 846, 10630B Metcalf Ave, OPKS
Cost: Donations accepted

The speaker is Gary DeRigne, a Vietham veteran with the 1st Cav Div.
Gary in an author of two novels, One Young Soldier and Angie's War.

Menu: Biscuits and gravy, hash browns, bacon, pancakes, eqgs, coffee, juice and
more

VFW POST 846
MEETING
W?W pm 546 2nd Thursday
Chticlc Cack Off Jan 8 @7 pm
Auxiliary
Meeting @ 5 pm
Feé, Dan. 6.
An informal
6” 7W' dinner @ 6 pm
Feel free to bring a
2 ails aw the wert & ) dessert!




BINGO!

We will be playing
bingo
and giving out
PRIZES!

Tte Post co open from S to 7
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Anyone is welcome Yo bring their special
chili — about 1-2 quarts - so that all that

attend can sample. It doesn't matter if you

enter a chili or not, we would love for you

te come and Yaste what others are making

tool

A wonderful prime rib dinner,
lots of holiday fun, and a time to
spend with Veterans and their
families and friends.




In Rememberance

A Tribute to a Great Veteran

Norman Lee Holle
May 3, 1943 - October 22, 2025

Norman was a veteran of the Vietham War in 1966 as a crew chief
on a DHC-3 Otter. This aircraft was used early in the war for its short take-
off and landings. He shared his story of his experience on this aircraft as
they delivered supplies, troops, and evacuated the wounded. Part of his
job was loading and cleaning the aircraft before and after, often with only a
moments notice to fly.

It was 23 years ago that Norman started teaching the PTSD class,
which was recommended that he do by his psychiatrist at the time. At the
time that | first attended his class it was being held at the Olathe VFW. When the
Olathe VFW closed, Norman moved his class to the Overland Park Post 846 and
transferred his membership there. When Post 846 sold their building, he once
again searched and found a place to hold class, along with moving his member-
ship to the Lenexa VFW. Norman felt he should belong to the host VFW for al-
lowing him a place to hold his classes.

It was early 2014 when Chuck Golba and | started to assist in
teaching, along with Norman, the PTSD classes on a rotating basis. As
Norman's health was starting to decline and the Lenexa Post needed their
hall for rentals on Tuesday evenings, Chuck and I, with Norman's consent,
moved the class back to Post 846 in their new location. We will continue to
teach Norman's PTSD class every Tuesday (Holidays & extreme weather
exceptions) at 6:30PM.

Norman was not only a hero on the battlefield but also to a minimum
of 1,104 vets that received their 100% VA Disability. Their lives have
forever been changed because of Norman Holle's PTSD classes. | am one
of them. Thank You, Norman.

Mike Martin
Post Veteran Resource Officer
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A message from Mike Martin: The Veteran's Benefit Class. We were
saddened by the passing of Norman Holle, but inspired by his dedicated
service to others. Chuck Golba and I will still be teaching the class on
Tuesday evenings at 1830 hrs.

FYI: If you are not able to attend the Tuesday night class, | am available
to meet you at the Post on Wednesday evening. Call me at 913-271-
1832 to make an appointment.

Please know we are here to support you and our goal is to help you

Veterans Benefit Program

Brothers and Sisters,

access Veterans Benefits

Michael Martin

/FRIDAY

Cb’(/m&é’ Téeg Al Come Home'

A New Veterans Resource is now available.

Joe Arnold, a member of Post 846, has established a new organization,

US Veteran Charity, recognized by the IRS as a tax-exempt charitable
organization. Its first on-going project is to develop a National Database so
veterans can located Veterans organizations that provide support services. It is

searchable by State, County and City/Towns across America.

More information about the organization and its future projects or to access the

database go to www.usvetcharity.org

Recruiting NEW members is on-going
work. Let's work together to get this done!

VFW Post 846
10630-B Metcalf Lane
Overland Park, Ks 66212
Post# 913-735-3127

Email: cmdr@vfwpost846ks.org




HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN US AT VFW POST 846...
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uestions about eligihility, contact svemdrig viwpost846ks.or
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Thank Y6u for your
Membership and Support of
SANTA FE TRAIL POST 846
VETERANS of FOREIGN WARS

Please stay involved
AND WE’LL SEE YOU SOON !

L\ /TN

Questions? Please call (913) 735-3125
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Here is your opportunity to participate in POST 846 as a member of the Auxiliary.

If you have questions about the Application or your Eligibility contact the Post.

VFW AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP / MEMBER TRANSFER APPLICATION

Recruited/Recommended by: Recruiter Member ID
Auxiliary No. City State Member |D (if already a member)
Annual Membership D Life Membership
Rejoin Membership Rejoined Previous Member 1D No. " Previous Auxiliary
Member at Large in Depariment of D Member at Large - VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters
THESE FIELDS REQUIRED
Name Date of Birth
Address |:] Male D Female
City State
Phone Email

POST-AFFILIATED ("Must be a member to the VFW Post affiliated with the Auxiliary to which you are applying.)
Relationship to Eligible Veteran* VFW Membership ID

D LIFE MEMBER TRANSFER  Previous Auxiliary

|:| ANNUAL TRANSFER Previous Auxiliary D’aying DNonpaying

ANNUAL TRANSFER CONVERTING TO LIFE (Fill out Life Membership information below.) Previous Auxiliary
THESE FIELDS REQUIRED
NON-AFFILIATED (*Veteran is not a member of the VFW Post affiliated with the Auxiliary to which you are applying.)

Relationship to Eligible Veteran® VFW Post (if applicabla)
Name of campaign ribbons or medals:

Dates of Service: to Location:

Investigating Committee Signatures

1 X 2 X 3 X
Per Section 102 of the National Bylaws.  Rejected  Accepted  Meeling Date Obligated Date
LIFE MEMBERSHIP ONLY DCheCK here if this is a gift. LIFE MEMBERSHIP ONLY

Credit cards may NOT be used for initial payment of Annual Dues. ACH (Bank withdrawl)

Ocash OcheckQvisa(OMastercard O biscover O AMEX e of Baik

Life Membership Fee

Name on credit card Bank Routing No.

Billing address for card

City State zIP Account No.

Credit Card No.

CVV Code Exp. Date Attach voided check HERE.
) (Required)

Signature X Date

OBLIGATION in the presence of Almighty God and the members of this organization here assemblad, | do of my own free will and
accord, solemnly promise that | will never wrong or defraud this organization nor a member thereof nor permit either to be wronged if in my

power to pravent it. | will never propose for membership any person not eligible, according to our Bylaws. | further state that | believe in God.

1 will be faithful to the United States of America, obedient to the laws and loyal to the Fiag. Should my membership with this organization
cease in any way, | will consider this obligation as binding outside of the organization as though | had ined & ber. | do so p

1 attest that | am at least 16 years of age. | further state that | believe in God, | pledge to ply with the National Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States Auxiiary. | attest | am not eligible for membership in the VFW. | further attest that the above is true and comect lo the best
of my knowledge, including my stated relationship lo the Veteran.

Signature X (Must be signed by all members.) Date

LIFE
MEMBERSHIP
FEES
Life Membership
fees are not
refundable.
Attained age by
12/31 of yaar
applying for Life
embership.
Through 20 $253
21-25 $242
26-30 $230
31-35 5218
36-40 8213
4145 5201
46-50 $196
51-55 184
56-60 5173
61-85 $161
66-70 $150
71-75 §132
76-80 $108
81-85 $86
86-90 $69
91 and over 358

Revised 9/1/2021



