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SANTA FE EXPRESS 
SEPTEMBER  2024 

VFW POST 846 NEWSLETTER                                                              
Emeritus Editor: Ray Calore     Guest Editor: Jonathan Hyde 

FROM YOUR AUXILIARY                                                                       DANA PFLUMM, President  
 

Sisters and Brothers— 
 
Coming Soon.  October is always a special month because we honor Dwight Eisenhower.  The  Eisenhower Vigil 
this year will be on October 11th.   The District 2 VFW Posts and Auxiliaries have been assigned the 7 to 9 PM  
time slot.  Not only is this a solemn event, for many it is a personal, moving experience. The camaraderie among 
VFW members from across the state is wonderful to see.  
 

The  monthly Auxiliary meeting will be on Thursday, September 12 at 5 p.m. The Commander’s dinner follows    
at 6.   
The monthly Breakfast is on Saturday the 14th at 9 am.  Don’t forget the Steak Dinner Friday, September 16 
from  6 pm  to 7 pm.  Member involvement makes the Auxiliary viable. See you soon.       
   

The VA Hospital visit in Leavenworth is Tuesday, August  20.  Join us if you can… its FUN!  And 
appreciated by our Veterans.                                                                                 

                                                       God Bless You All!          Pres. Dana    913-391-0353                    

COMMANDER’s COLUMN     Principles  Above  Personalities          MARTIN FRIES, Commander  
 
Comrades of Post 846, . 

 
Our next meeting is on 12 September, dinner at 6PM followed by our Post Meeting at 7pm. 

 

Planning Ahead: The 2024 Eisenhower Vigil will be Oct 11 in Abilene Kansas.  District 2 organizations 

will stand vigil from 7-9 PM.   

We need to maintain our tradition of having a strong participation. Last Year your Post and Auxiliary 

had the most people stand vigil representing our District. Lets show them again by having the most 

members stand vigil.  You will only have to stand a few minutes at a time.  You will also receive the 5 

Star Pin for this honor. 

 
Our regular monthly events include our Breakfast with guest speakers—this  month on Saturday the 14th 

from 9 to 11 and Steak Night will be Friday 20 SEPT from 6PM to 7:30 PM. Last month’s  steak night was a 

great success and we having more people join us on a regular basis.  If you would like to attend, please let us 

know so we can have a steak for you.  We are getting thicker steaks now and have been well received.. 

 
Don’t forget about Friday Nights the post is open from 4 to 8 dinner is provided for people who show up.   
                                                                                     

                                            Commander Martin Fries 



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER… LANE SMITH  

Each September we are reminded to remember and honor our veterans.   
9-11 is designated as Patriot Day;  

the 20th is our POW/MIA comrades;  
and on the Sunday, the 29th it is Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day, 

honoring those whose loved ones made the ultimate sacrifice.   

V.A. HOSPITAL REPORT… ...Christine Anderson, Chairman  
 
We are playing BINGO at the domiciliary. We go the third Tuesday of the month. This month, September17.   
If you are interested in going with us or helping with the treats we serve, please call me.  

We are also collecting clothes and sweatshirts for Fort Leavenworth and Annie’s Closet, this includes           
children’s items.  Please call me if you are unable to drop them at the post. Thanks so much for thinking of 
Annie’s Closet. Our veterans appreciate your generosity. 

Chris Anderson. 913.940.1003 

 

VFW POST 846  
MEETING  

2nd Thursday   
September 12 @ 7 pm 

 
An informal dinner at 6pm 

on meeting night.  
Feel free to bring a dessert!   

Meetings are fun and              
informative.  

 
You’re involvement is  
the key to success!  

 



 

 
VFW 846 Post & Auxiliary activities 

provide ample opportunities for       
socialization and  camaraderie.  

Monthly Breakfasts, Steak Nights,     
Friday Open House and special          

activities are all very popular.  Join Us! 
   

We had a special guest at the August Post 

meeting.  MAJ Dylan Lee gave a presenta-

tion about this country and the Singapore 

Armed Services.  

If you have something of interest to share in the 
newsletter, please take pictures and send the infor-
mation to Jonathan Hyde at jquincyh@aol.com or at 

At the August Breakfast we enjoyed hearing 

about CW5 Walter Schley’s Marine Corps       

service in Vietnam and the Gulf War.                          

This month’s speaker is Dr. George Westlake, 

Jr. who served in Korea. He is the Pastor   

Emeritus at Sheffield Family Life Center  



 

 

September is Military Suicide Awareness Month 
2024 Theme:  ‘We Are Stronger Together’ 

 
This summer we were honored to Cara Murray, LCSW, a guest 
and presenter at our monthly Breakfast. She is the Suicide        
Prevention Coordinator at the Kansas City VA Medical Center. 
 
She provided  valuable information about how to identify crisis 
situations, respond at the moment, and how to guide someone for 
immediate help and assistance.  Prevention was also a focus  of 
her presentation and the daily work of her team of health care    
professionals.  

Veterans Crisis Line 

The Veterans Crisis Line connects 

Veterans in crisis and  

Families and  

Friends  

with qualified, caring VA respond-

ers through a confidential toll-free 

hotline, online chat, or text.  

And it is easy to access                

24 hours a day,                       

7 days a week,                     

365 days a year.  

Veterans and their loved ones can  

call 988 and Press 1,  

chat online, or  

text a message to 838255  

to receive confidential crisis intervention 

and support. 

 



 

 

Commander Names  

Mike Martin Post 846 PSO 

Contact Us at:  

VFW Post 846 

10630-B Metcalf Lane 
Overland Park, Ks 66212 

Post# 913-735-3127 

vfwpost846opks@gmail.com 

Now is the time to  

Recruit NEW members to  

VFW 846 Post and the  

Auxiliary.  Let’s work  

together to get this done!  

Department School of 

Instruction                 

Aug 16-18 @ Russell 

District 2 School 

of Instruction                 

10 AM  @ Garnett 

Commander Fries has asked me to serve   
as the Post Service Officer, and I have      
accepted.   
 
Post Service Officers (PSOs) are local       
advocates who assist veterans and their 
loved ones to navigate a complicated     
benefits landscape.  PSOs serve as a      
conduit to critical programs and services in 
the community, however they are not        
accredited by the VA for the purpose of     
representing claimants in their benefit claims 
before the VA.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me.  I am available to meet 
you by appointment on Wednesday evening 
or contact me at 913-271-1832. I am ready to 
help you in every way I can. 
 
Mike Martin 
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Here is your opportunity to participate in POST 846 as a member of the Auxiliary.   

If you have questions about the Application or your Eligibility contact the Post. 


