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http://www.facebook.com/pages/VFW-Post-846-Overland-Park-KS/545135298956027


 

COMMANDER’s COLUMN…..      “Principles Above Personalities”         ..MARTIN FRIES, Commander 

      Comrades of Post 846, last month we held our elections for Post officers. The following is your slate of 
officers for 2022/2023.  Commander Martin Fries, Senior Vice CDR Eric Bishop, Junior Vice CDR John 
Robbins, Quartermaster Larry Fries.  Congratulation to all officers of the Post for their elections to their posi-
tions.  We had a great country brief last meeting from the country of Vietnam from CPT Hai Pham from the 
Vietnamese Army.  We had another successful breakfast and had a great guest speaker, Keara Torkelson 
who was wounded in the Fort Hood, TX massacre and explained all the challenges she faced after being 
wounded.   I want to thank Eric and Kim Bishop and all who help make the breakfast a success.  We are 
planning to have breakfast on the second Saturday of every month with May’s breakfast on 14 May starting 
at 0900 to 1100.    Our next meeting is on 12 May, dinner at 6PM followed by meeting at 7pm.   We 
need everyone’s help to get our membership number up and please let current members who have not at-
tended a meeting in a while to come out to see our new location.  Remember on Friday nights we are 
open from 4 to 8 PM and have dinner for those who attend.   On Friday, May 6, there will be a special 
YouTube presentation on our Big Screen TVs.  (See the ad in this newsletter.) 
             ...MARTIN FRIES, Post Commander 

     VFW POST 846 MEETING 
2nd Thursday                                                                                                                 
MAY 12, 7pm 

 10630-B  Metcalf Lane 
(Next to Hooters, underneath  
the BIG BRIGHT VFW SIGN.) 

   An informal dinner at 6pm on 
meeting night.  Feel free to bring a 
dessert!   Come to the meeting, it 
will be fun and informative.  

10630-B Metcalf 

ANSWER to APRILs TRIVIA… 
     The oldest U.S. military decoration is the 
Purple Heart, initially named “For Military 
Merit” and issued by General George 
Washington 

THIS MONTH’s TRIVIA… 
    Of which item does the Army have 2,000? 
Types of weapons, commanders, dogs? 

FROM YOUR AUXILIARY…                   ...DANA PFLUMM, President 
       Hello Sisters and Brothers:  Our Department Convention is going to be held on June 10-12 in Hayes, 
KS. Let me know if you wish to attend so I can give you the application. This is your time to ask questions 
and get updated information for our programs.  Then, the National Convention will be held here, in Kansas 
City, July 16-21. We are looking for volunteers for this event to direct our out of town guests to get where 
they are supposed to be, aid those who need help, and the like.  Call Jeanette Cox at (620) 504-6409 to get 
the hours that are available. This is going to be a fun job and you'll get to meet Auxiliary members from all 
over the country.  We are making a "spa" basket to take to the Department Convention so please bring 

something that will fit that theme and make our basket stand out.  The Post has asked us to 
bring fruit to their Saturday morning breakfasts. And stay for breakfast! Great food and better 
company. Our next meeting will be May 12. Before the meeting we will be serving pizza and ice 
cream so be there by 4:30. Our meeting will start at 5:00 as usual.  Loyalty Day is May 1. And 
remember your Mother on her special day, May 8. Whether she is still with you or not, her 
memory will be with you always.                    May God bless you and yours, ...President  DANA 



 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER…           LANE SMITH 
  Long-time member George Arnold passed away 
on April 9.  His funeral was April 23.  Our condo-
lences to George’s family. 
   Ray Calore has again been hospitalized at a 
Springfield, MO hospital.  Hurry back, Ray. 
          If you know of anyone in poor health, hospi-

talized, or passes away, please let me know so I can assist as 
your Chaplain. 
   Please take some time to attend the joint Memorial Day ser-
vice (VFW-846 and Legion-370) at Johnson County Gardens, 
112th & Metcalf.  The service will be held on Monday, May 30, 
at 11am. 

CANTEEN  846  HOURS 
 Our Post will be open on  

 MEETING NIGHT 
 (2nd Thursday)  
 and EVERY FRIDAY 
—    4pm to 8pm.   

 
 Will you help out by “watching” 

the Post on any Friday, your 
choice of shift 4-6 or 6-8 p.m. 

  Please let the commander know at 
or before the May 12th meeting so he 
can work out the schedule.   
   Your participation helps to build 
the Post! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Please take some time to attend the joint 
Memorial Day service at Johnson County 
Gardens, 112th & Metcalf.  The service will 
be held on Monday, May 30, at 11am. 
   Memorial Day is a special time to pay 
tribute to the memory of those who came 
before us, or who have fallen in the line of 
duty.   
   Thank you for caring! 

A guy walks into a bar... 

 
Army responds to 2021′s historically high active duty suicides  

If you or a loved one is experiencing thoughts of self-harm or suicide, you can confidentially seek assistance via 
the Military/Veterans Crisis Line at 800-273-8255, via text at 838255 or chat at http://VeteransCrisisLine.net. 

   In the wake of a Defense Suicide Prevention Office report that showed active duty Army sui-
cides slightly increased in 2021, reaching a historic high, Army officials have provided more 
detail on the service’s suicide prevention efforts. 

   The active duty force experienced 176 suicides in 2021, the report revealed, two more than 
in 2020. Both years represented the highest number of active duty deaths since the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks that launched the Global War on Terrorism era, raising concerns that the pat-
tern of increased deaths has not receded. 
   The Army was the only service whose active duty troops saw an increase in suicides from 
2020 to 2021, and its rate of deaths — 36.18 deaths per 100,000 troops — is its highest since 
1938 and higher than any other active duty branch.  Source:  Army Times (Apr. 4, 

https://t.co/zV4ONCkiQH
https://www.dspo.mil/Portals/113/Documents/2021QSRs/TAB%20A_20220317_OFR_Rpt_Q4%20CY21%20QSR.pdf?ver=PcN7dgtBKM3RG2uP1rAZ-A%3d%3d


 

‘T’ iS FOR TORNADO, TWISTER, AND TROUBLE.   

Since we are now in tornado season, here are a few tips on how to prepare yourself and your family 
when bad weather approaches. 
   Keep apprised of the weather reports in your area.  Make sure everyone is wearing durable shoes, 
no sandals.  Take your cell phone and charger, a good flashlight with extra batteries, a radio, a pair of 
glasses and a whistle with you if you need take shelter.  Have water, canned foods and a manual can 

opener ready to go.  If you have time, grab your purse or wallet, credit cards, some cash, and medications. It's a 
good idea to have a backpack handy to put these items in if the weather is threatening.  
   And, if the tornado sirens go off TAKE COVER!!!, preferably in a basement or the lowest room in your house with-
out windows. The weather in the Midwest is volatile.   
   Take all tornado watches and warnings seriously and keep yourself and your family safe.     ...Aux. Pres. DANA 

Post 846 will be open from 4—8 pm. 

10630-B Metcalf Ave, OPKS 

Bring your Family and Friends and enjoy a fun, great Breakfast! 

VFW BREAKFAST 



  

 POW/MIA REPORT… 

      RAY CALORE, Chairman 

  Memorial Day is May 30, a time to 

remember loved ones and to honor 

the U.S. service personnel who have 

passed before us.  In doing so, 

please keep on your list those brave, 

unfortunate men and women who 

have not yet returned from their wars.  Instead 

they may have died in unmarked graves, or live 

in captivity with the silent screams of the forgot-

ten. 

   On May 30, as we congregate to pay tribute to 

friends, family and heroes, please take note of 

that black flag and the special wreath dedicated 

to our Prisoners of War, and those Missing in Ac-

tion.  They deserve our time and our prayers, too. 

V.A. HOSPITAL REPORT… 
              ...Christine Anderson,  Chairman 

Comrades and Sisters, we still 
need yarn for knitting hats for 
next cold season. If you are 
cleaning out closets, Annie’s 
Closet at the Leavenworth V.A. 
can use gently used clothes. 

Call 913-940-1003 and I’ll come get your 
donations. We are currently collecting pop-
corn and coffee for the domicile in Leaven-
worth. If you want to help let me know.   
        ...CHRIS ANDERSON (913) 940-1003. 

      Cinco de Mayo, or 
the fifth of May, is a 
holiday that celebrates 
the Mexican army’s vic-
tory over France at the 
Battle of Puebla on 
May 5, 1862 during the 
Franco-Mexican War.  
   Citing financial and 

diplomatic differences, France, ruled 
by Napoleon III, decided to use the op-
portunity to carve an empire out of Mexi-
can territory.    On the morning of May 5, 
1862,  Napoleon ’s army of 6,000 led by 
Gen. Lorencez  was confronted at the 
small town of Puebla by 2,000 poorly-
supplied Mexicans under the command 
of Gen. Ignacio Zaragoza. 
   The battle lasted all day until the French 
were forced to retreat.  That victory over the 
French army is commemorated as “Cinco de 
Mayo!”, the 5th of May. 

https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
http://www.biography.com/people/napoleon-iii-9420342


 

     Veterans of Foreign Wars 
            Santa Fe Trail Post 846                               
 10630 Metcalf Lane 

Overland Park, KS  66204 
New phone — (913) 735-3127 

www.vfwpost846.org 
 
  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

 
MAY 
2022 
 

“Life /PTSD”  
1830 hrs. 
at Lenexa  
VFW 7397 

“Life /PTSD”  
1830 hrs. 
at Lenexa  
VFW 7397 

“Life /PTSD”  
1830 hrs. 
at Lenexa  
VFW 7397 

“Life /PTSD”  
1830 hrs. 
at Lenexa  
VFW 7397 

“Life /PTSD”  
1830 hrs. 
at Lenexa  
VFW 7397 

 MEMORIAL 
DAY 

11am 

Legion Bingo 
7 p.m. 

Legion Bingo 
7 p.m. 

Legion Bingo 
7 p.m. 

 Post 846 
OPEN 

4 to 8pm 

 Post 846 
OPEN 

4 to 8pm 

 Post 846 
OPEN 

4 to 8pm 

 Post 846 
OPEN 

4 to 8pm 

VFW  846  
Meetings 

Post @ 7pm 
Aux. @ 5pm 
Food— 6pm 

 Post 846 
Breakfast 
9-11 am 



 

 
HERE  IS  YOUR  OPPORTUNITY  TO  JOIN  US  AT  VFW  POST  846… 

APPLICATION  —  For questions about eligibility, contact  svcmdr@vfwpost846ks.org 

             Thank You for your  
Membership and Support of  
SANTA FE TRAIL POST 846 

VETERANS of FOREIGN WARS 
Please stay involved 

             AND WE’LL SEE YOU SOON ! 

         Questions?   Please call (913) 735-31253535-3127 


